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Reflection for Feb. 2, 2026 - Feast of the Presentation
Paula Cooney, IHM

Malachi 3:1-4 /Hebrews 2:14-18 / Luke 2:22-40

For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and glory for your people Israel.
And coming forward at that very time,
she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child
To all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.

Have you ever heard of Gobbler’s Knoll? No? Well, today people gathered there for the very
important weather groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil’s prediction of how much longer we need
endure the cold of winter. Today’s prediction --- 6 more weeks. | wouldn't count on his
accuracy but I'm sure most are hoping it won't be that long.

Before it became a Christian Feast, February 2nd marked the 2 way point between the
longest day of the year and the Spring Equinox.

In our Christian tradition this Feast of the Presentation has been associated with the blessing
of candles calling it Candlemas day since the Middle Ages.

Whether it's the feast of the presentation with Simeon and Anna recognizing the coming of
THE Light, the blessing of candles or, yes, longing for the end of winter darkness, that the
human spirit needs to find a moment in time to stop and acknowledge our longing for the
darkness to be over and light to surround us once again.

How dark is our times --- how deep is our longing for light.

I've been drawn in these last weeks and more particularly in these last days to the very real
search that is in my own heart and that of so many for the Light that will bring life to our
world.

Robert Reich’s called his new book is “Finding the Light in America: and Josh Shapiro, titled his
memoir, “Where We Keep the Light”I'm sure there are others.

But the one that kept coming to mind was a novel and movie from a few years ago set in the
midst of the 2nd World War by Anthony Doerr, “All the Light We Cannot See."The title always
intrigued me. Why can’t we see the light? Is there a blindness that has covered, not only our

eyes, but our minds and our hearts?
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In the story, which focuses on the experiences of a blind girl and a German boy, the ‘light we
cannot see’refers to the invisible parts of the electromagnetic spectrum (like radio waves)
which is a critical part of the story. And it is the hidden human stories, emotions and
goodness that persisted in the darkness of World War Il despite war’s horrors.

In the darkness of our times, it has become clear that we are being called to make visible the
Light in clear and, perhaps unprecedented ways.

Our brother and friend, Cardinal Joe Tobin, spoke this very clearly during a prayer gathering
following the events in Minneapolis last week. He said:

“I think if we are serious about putting our faith in action, we need to say ‘no, each one of
us...What saying ‘no’looks like today, he continued, is by telling the truth about what is
happening and honoring those whose lives are upended...we mourn, we do not celebrate
death (nor) pretend it didn't happen.

He spoke of “everyday people...in Newark...saying ‘'no’ by standing at the gates of the
detention center there - talking with the ICE personnel, and insisting on the rights of the
detainees within...

He concluded with this challenge, “How will you say ‘no? How will you say ‘no’ to violence? ...
How will you help restore a culture of life in the midst of death?”

Excerpts from
“Cardinal Tobin: Pray, mourn and say 'no’ to ICE funding
NCR columnist M. J. O’Loughlin

On this day as we celebrate the presence of the Light of World in our midst, how will we
answer that question - How will we give witness in our lives that, like Anna and Simeon, we
have seen the Light and we cannot ‘un-see’it.

Amanda Gorman, poet and activist, reminds us:

When day comes, we step out of the shade aflame and unafraid.
The new dawn blooms as we free it.

For there is always light, if only we're brave enough to see it.

If only we're brave enough to be it.

“The Hill we Climb"/Amanda Gorman



