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Sister Margaret Mary Klng
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(Slster Mary Stephen)

"Deo Gratlae et Mariae.!

The 1n1t1als, "D. G.“ sprlnkled through her autoblographlcal records,
may be baffling untll one reallzes that "Deo Gratiasi™: was 1ndeed the f"
~ keynote of Sister Margaret Mary's long and 1ntereet1ng llfetlme.

Born in Coatbrldge, Scotland,'on March 21, 1896, Margaret Mary was
the third chlld of Peter and Margaret (Ca581dV) K1ng, both of whom were ‘
Irleh but worklng in Scotland At the age of three, the llttle one was
sent to her maternal grandparents in Roecommon, Ireland at the suggestlonf
of the doctor, who Judged that the . mllder cllmate would beneflt the deli- E

3 cate chlld. Here she grev and developed, surrounded by love and culture

in a family of educatlon.
"The syetem of- educatlon," she remembered later, "was very thorough E
 and comprehen81ve. -The Gaellc language, formerly forbldden by penal law,‘ﬁ

was again taught in the echools, ‘and hopes oftfreedom“were strong."

Re11g1on, of course, was of prlmary 1mportance in the Irzsh schools.f
-._'Slster recalls. ‘;‘-f~~ . _f‘-; i'ff‘ ;f.ﬁ5 : E.”f* -

"Father Curley, our parish.priest,icame daily to
. teach and every day said to me: "Margaret Mary you .
will be 2 nun,.and.teach in ‘my diocese," " I did not ... -
' lose any sleep over these words, “but finished. what
-was equivalent to a-high school educatlon. ' -
. "Every spring and fall, a strong sermon was- preac ed
" by our parish priest.against emmgratlon."'Our ;r»
- girls,'“said he, 'who go to the United States are © | -
.. led astray morally. 'Thé Unlted States is no place -7
. .for any goocd Irish glrl LY Secretly I vowad io llve
~and dle there." S o oo

In thls same "eV1l“ country 11ved Peter s brother, Mlke and hlslutfe,,.
who were chlldleee. Repeatedly Mlke wrote to Scotlang urglng Peter to
brlng.his family_to "God's country." But the good Irish w1fe would not
hear of her family ever eetting‘foot on American soil.‘ S0, one day Peter

King secretly sailed away to the forbidden land without his family. He
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"weﬁt to hié.pfbther'ia Akroa, Ohio, thea'wrotetto”hie wife,'telling.her " |
. to bring the ohildren. Mrs; King insisted on taking all of them, includ-
ing,the seventeenezpégr;olg:ﬂargaret_Mary,;whoureiurned“to_Scotlaﬁdlf“

to help with the children before'the vwhole family sailed on'Septemter 13,
1913. ]

Op;September_;E,-they‘wereﬁreunited'in_Akroo, vhere the far-eeeing g
. Peter King aad jobarraitiné'for-the olderichildren,_and arrangements madet.
. to enter the‘younger‘ones.in‘St. Vincent'School. At-laet, Mre;'King ﬁas
, satlsfled that Amerlca was not so wicked after all! Margaret Mery and
her older 51eter worked at the ‘M. O'Nell Department Store, where the for-.
mer enaoyed her position as deek glrl wrapping packagee and sendlng blllE
| and money upmthe tube to the offlce. It was not a dlfflcult JOb and she ;'
even had tlme, ooca51ona11y, to do a 11tt1e thlnklng and praylng. = f:

.‘Margaret Mary was_fully.aware that Father Curley beck in Ireland,
must still be praying for her vocation.. The Tmmaculate Heart of Mary
Sisters were teaching in St, Vincent Schooi and the yoﬁog girl was greati&
attracted to them, but one sad Sunday mornlng, in church Mrs. King actup‘
. ally saw a rlng on a Slster's f1nger'- Jewelry! They fled from the church
| and never was a: daughter of hers to con51der euch a lax communlty.,'

In her mother 5 Sacred Heart Meseenger, though Margaret Mary read an |
1nv1tat10n to 301n a certaln Pzttsburg communlty . She wrote was accepted
but needed a letter from her confessor.‘ After work, that Saturday nlght
she ran "llke an athlete" up the hill to go to confe551on to her pastor,
Father Mahar... She was to go to the rectory for the precloue letter next
day after Vespers. She took w1th her Lllly, her younger sleter, sworn to
'eecrecy, "When we reached Father = parlor, he "hit thé ceiling about whv

you did not”join the I.H.M's!"_ He immediately called Sister Seraphine
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‘Eaiéfien);}%elling her he was sending a gifl to_the convent. Sieter de-
clared, without further ado, ”We'll be 1eav1ng at Tive o'clock tomorrow
"~ morning, and will pick up vour trunk 85 We- g0 We alwayslgo on the

traln." : | _ _

Margaret Mary flew home Mwith a-high.pulse.ﬁ_gﬁuﬁeewebeg;eﬁe%gwfeemhm;
. greatest_Sunday i had ever live@!”_‘Her-mother sh0we@ no Surpriee, but her
father.brought up many ohjectione,‘and'leff the hOuse;to epend thé night
. at hie brother's home. -Not deﬁnted;and coﬁfidihgiin7théﬁ§aefeﬂfﬁeeft,mthef
. blissful eightegnéyear~01d daughfer left home et1five a.m.. on June 2k,
1914k, | : |
NI was merveleusly welcomed, ‘because ‘of- being from

Ireland, and though I was, llke everyone else, a

© bit sad at first, I have lived happily ever 51nce.
D.Guvus
"I had .a pleasant novitiate with few triesls. I
loved all the things I had to do,” and the beauti<: .
fvl novices and professed of ten years, who then

- formed a part of the novitiate communlty. We at-
“tended classes in the. Normal, ‘@ sacred room near
the professed wing. Sister Xaveria (McHugh,) a ~u
-rugged educator, who had strong. likes and dlsllkes,
was the sole profeseorlal voice: there. I heppened
to be one of her likes,' . " T

On,her‘Receptlon Day,.Margaret‘Mafy.hecame SiSter ﬁary Stepheﬁ. "The
- new nov1ce experlenced a sp901a1 Joy- at the presence of he1 father, as
'1 Well &85 her mother Lllly, and’ the only Amerlcan born chlld Francls.' She
;mede her flrst Yows December 28 1916 cang’ flnal Yows December 30 1919.
S1ster Mary Stephen began teachlng at 8t. Thcmas School. Ann Arbor,
peplaclng a slster_who was -ill. ‘Her:early:teaching,tin"several-paroehial
- schoqle ef.Michiéen, was with”the.middie,grades;"She strove to'jnSPEre her
",pupils_wiﬁh iove for the Catholic faith ineali'aepecfs; especially the
‘ 11ourgy, including a- study of the Mes= in:English, Meven as fer‘back as

1916 "
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A Jdong intereal from‘active‘dUty came in 1927, when serious sﬁrgery '
caused her return to the Motherhouse, with hospitalization in Toledo and
s lengthy ‘convalescence. As a resilt, Sister Mary Stephen suffered seri-
ous injury to her sight,:so return to the classroom was out of the question.
In April of 192?, then, she was given charge of a group of orphans called
HolylFamily_Girls."At first they wefe;houSed in a‘residence hameleark
Place, on the grounds of the Hall of fhe Divine Child, soon they moved
into a. larger, more convenient home on-Elm Street called Holy Fahily Cot- -
tage. |
As guardian of-the oféhan'girls.for seventeeh years, Sister Mary
Stephen kept a firm but kmndly hand on’ everythlng, and on every one of her.
charges.w Many vocatlons resulted from the splrlt of prayer and unques-
tioning obedience she instilled Indeed 1t was not too great & step from
the we11-61501p11ned Holy Famlly Cottage into St. Mary NOV1t1atea of
course, Slster Mary Stephen could not see, but ‘a elight ' flaw 1n stltchlng g
was soon dlscovered, and re-done unt11 perfectlon was achieved. "It was
a pr901ous mlnlstry and a- demandlng one - = & 24 hour job." One trivial
.'1ncldent had a lasting result on the remainder of Sister's llfe.‘
A barrel of old books waE donated to 'the orphans. ‘Before consigniﬁg?
"-the contents to the flames, 1ster Marv Stephen spotted a very old book
about angels, 1nclu01n5 a thanv of St Raphael. She had it typed te give’
to. Slster Ann Raphael (Brady) her nurse.durlng her long illness. 1t hap-
pened that Sister Ann Raphael was. 3551gned to ¥arygrove, where she heard.
Sister Mary Jerome (Sanford) an ‘ardent devotee of7§¥- Raphael say “that
there were no prayers to”the great archangel extant. Sister Ann Rsphael
. prompflynproduceé her precious litany in her poveriy book. Sister Mary =

Jerome wasted no . time: the prayer ves duplicated, distributed to students
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thence spread worldwide even to,Rome.:-BiShop Gallagher, at Sister Mary
Jerome!'s request, gave' it enhimprimetur.' None hsd greater devotion to

St. Raphael than Sister Mary Stephen, who attrlbuted to him the gift of

. partial recovery of her ry981ght

With recovery, Sister was even able to return to other duties; she

" was nurse's aide to Sister Mary Mark (Dwyer) in the Inflrmary, shé’ taught

_ hlgh school typing and became llbrarlan at several h1gh schools until her

retlrement to the Motherhouse An 1968 Durlng her teaching yeers, she was
also actlve in teaching rellglon to publlc sehool children and’ engoyed
two_summers‘at Our Lady of Victory in Detroit with the black people.

cIn retlrement,-ulster Margaret Mary's prayers of pralse and thanks-

g1v1ng, her devotlon to Our Lady's rosary, to St. Joseph and the Archangel

,Raphael, continued and 1nten51f1ed One more great adventure was hers.

in 19?4 at the age of 78 she reeelved from Ssome of her old. glrls" the

gift of 'z trip to her homeland Ireland -In Detr01t waltlng for her

passport Sister made the dlsconcertlng dlscovery that she had never le—

gally become a U. S. ‘citizen!

of cpurse, she had saluted‘the-Stars angd Stripes; voted‘es a good

American should; tuught Amerlcan hlstory, government and patriotic songs.

: But her father, she ‘learned, had delayed five yecrs in becoming naturallzed.

"I barely escapee deportlng, but now, belng labeled as a Brltlsh subaect

my hum171at10n and chagrin knew no bounds." ‘The next six weeks brought

‘numerous questlonalres, fees, photographlngs, etc. Fortunately, there was

a nephew in the State Department who applied to the Irish Consul in Washau
inton; and, at last, Sister Mergaret Mary Klng;recelved permlssion to enter
Shannon. With the help of kindly‘friends,‘she went to Ireland, enjoyed her

stay there, and safely returned. Needless to say, one of her first acts
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when back in this country was to secure her own Qitenship; "Mow I have a
gorgeous Certificate of Naturalization." TFervently, with 136 others, she

swore her allegiance to the United States of America "forever."

"The future," she stated when in-her_late;7Q's’ "holds a great apos-" .

tolic duiy of praying for the Church; the Community and the world. ...His

goodness shall follow me always, to the end of my days. Deo Gratiss et

. Mariae."

-The "end of my days" here on earth -came for Sister Margaret Mary King,

* on December 19y 1983.

By- Sister Marie Angela kréits
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