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( S i s t e r Marie Grace Hart) 
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Katherine Elizabeth Hart, l a t e r to be known as S i s t e r Marie Grace was 

born on October 'lO, I9O6 i n Wetertown, New York. 

Her father, William Hart, was of I r i s h descent amd her mother, Grace 

Johnston Hart, was of I r i s h and Dutch background. Both parents were born 

i n Kingston, Ontario. They had two daughters, Katherine and Edith (Hart) 

Rychman. The g i r l s were close i n age and great companions for one another. 

I n early childhood, death deprived them of t h e i r father. Mrs. Hart e.fter 

some years re-married. "Stim", the stepfather, was very good to the mother 

and the g i r l s . 

Shortly after the death of Mr. Hart, the mother took instructions and 

was baptized a Catholic. Mrs. Hart took her promise to rear the g i r l s i n 

the Catholic Faith most s e r i o u s l y . The g i r l s attended St. Michael's School 

i n F l i n t and also S t . Joseph Academy i n Nazareth, Michigan. The l a t t e r 

was a boarding school. 

Katherine was a most refined and gentle lady. Along with her pleasant 

personality, she possessed a good sense of humor. Her gracious manner en-

deared her to a l l who knew her. 

Contact with the I.H.M. s i s t e r s from St. Michael's School confirmed 

her great desire to become a S i s t e r dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary. Under the influence and guidance of S i s t e r L u e l l a F a r r e l l , Katherine 

made the decision to enter the convent i n Monroe, 

June 24 , 1924 marked the date of her entrance into the Postulate. 

Katherine received the habit and the name S i s t e r Marie Grace on January 2, 

1925. After the completion of two years of n o v i t i a t e , she pronounced Tem-

porary Vows on December 3 0 , 'l926 and F i n a l Vows on January 2, 1950. 'i 
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A Normal L i f e C e r t i f i c a t e was granted August 3'i i 1929, and a Bachelor 

of Arts Degree was l a t e r earned from Marygrove College. She began her 

teaching career at bt. Mary Academy in 1925. 

S i s t e r Marie Grace was a devoted and dedicated teacher. Her sincere 

desire to give h e r s e l f completely over-flowed into a f u l l l i f e of service 

i n the following schools: 

St. Bede's School i n Birmingham opened i n the F a l l of 1957. S i s t e r 

Marie Grace was named superior and p r i n c i p a l of the new convent and school. 

Being of a very quiet and r e t i r i n g nature, she had much to contend with 

during those beginning days. The Pastor had h i s ideas that were not a l ­

ways i n conformity with those of I.H.M. standards. S i s t e r Marie Grace 

bore those hardships with great resignation and t r i e d i n every way to ease 

the t r i a l s for the yotmg S i s t e r s who were assigned to her mission. 

Never did any of her friends hear her utter any vmkind words or com­

pl a i n t s about the pioneer years at S t . Bede's. One of the greatest de­

privations was the lack of a chapel i n the new convent when i t was erected 

during her term. The S i s t e r s were obliged to go to the Church for their 

s p i r i t u a l exercises. 

Besides her r o l e as p r i n c i p a l and superior, she also served as a s s i s t a n t 
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s u p e r i o r and p r i n c i p a l f o r a number of y e a r s . Her other m i n i s t r i e s i n ­

cluded s o d a l i t y moderator, i n s t r u c t i o n of a l t a r boys, care of the chapel 

and v a r i o u s other convent and school r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

For many y e a r s S i s t e r ' s mother was confined to a Nursing Home and was 

out of touch with r e a l i t y . T h i s was a great c r o s s for S i s t e r and she never 

spared h e r s e l f i n doing a l l that she could for her dear mother. During 

those y e a r s she was SL^ationed i n the Bedford a r e a , to make i t p o s s i b l e f o r 

her to v i s i t her mother e a s i l y . 

As her name connotes. S i s t e r Marie Grace was always most g r a c i o u s and 

ki n d . She won the h e a r t s and confidence of a l l who came under her i n f l u e n c e . 

Retirement camie i n 1971 when she too began to experience f a i l i n g h e a l t h 

and the l o s s of miemory. F o r approximately s i x y e a r s S i s t e r l i v e d i n T r i p l e 

A C o r r i d o r of the Academy. The S i s t e r s there were very good to her and she 

was happy with them and her pet parakeet.As her i l l n e s s became more grave. 

S i s t e r was confined to Infirm.ary I I I . During those months, weeks, and days 

she shared her agony with J e s u s . 

The e v e r l a s t i n g c a l l and response came on Good F r i d a y , A p r i l 17, l 9 8 l . 

Her death might w e l l be l i k e n e d to Jacob's awakening a f t e r h i s dream a t 

B e t h e l . . . a coming Home a f t e r a long h e l p l e s s meander to a r r i v e f i n a l l y 

a t e t e r n a l peace and the REALITY of God's Presence F o r e v e r ! 

At the time of S i s t e r Marie Grace's death, she was s u r v i v e d by a s i s t e r , 

Mrs. E d i t h ( H a r t ) Ryckmanj S i s t e r Mary Immaculate Heart, OSU, and S i s t e r Vera 

K e l l y , IHK - c o u s i n s . 


