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S i s t e r A l i c e Theresa Gumbleton 
1895-1986 

John and J u l i a (Manns) Gumbleton reared t h e i r f a m i l y of four sons 

and four daughters , one of whom died young (19^6) i n the growing c i t y of 

D e t r o i t . Here I r e n e was born F e b r u a r y 27, 1995, the youngest daughter and 

always the d a r l i n g of the e n t i r e f a m i l y . The Gumbleton c h i l d r e n enjoyed 

a t r u l y C a t h o l i c home environment, as l a t e r developments proved without a 

doubt - three daughters e v e n t u a l l y became I . H . M . S i s t e r s : L o r e t t a ( S i s t e r 

J u l i a ) , Mary ( S i s t e r Mary b r b a n ) , and I r e n e ( S i s t e r A l i c e T h e r e s a ) . 

Furthermore , the S i s t e r s could proudly c l a i m a p r i e s t nephew. Bishop 

Thomas Gumbleton, as v ; e l l as a n i e c e . S i s t e r I r e n e T h e r e s e , I . H . M . 

I r e n e ' s e a r l y grade school e d u c a t i o n , from 1902 to 1905, was obtained 

from i'ewberry S c h o o l , D e t r o i t . As soon as Holy Redeemer School was r e a d y , 

she was t r a n s f e r r e d t h e r e to complete her grade school and tv.c y e a r s cf 

high s c h o o l . Her j u n i o r and s e n i o r h i g h school y e a r s were speni at S t . 

Mary Academy, Monroe, where she earned, her doploma i n J u n e , 19'i3-

V.'ithin a few weeks a f t e r g r a d u a t i o n , on J u l y 2, 19'!3, I r e n e fol lowed 

her twc o l d e r s i s t e r s i n t o the I . H . M . Convent " a c r o s s the s t r e e t . " She 

was r e c e i v e d as a novice Decenber 30, '!913; r e c e i v e d the name S i s t e ' -

A l i c e t h e r e s a and donned the blue h a b i t . Her f i r s t p r o f e s s i o n of vows 

took place on Decembei 30, 1915« and f i n a l p r o f e s s i o n on the same date i n 

191c. ' • ' . • 

S i s t e r A l i c e T h e r e s a ' s on-going: educat ion continued w i t h her f o r ­

mation as a young r e l i g i o u s . Her B . A . degree was earned from S t . Mary-

C o l l e g e , Monroe, i n 1922; her L i f e Teaching C e r t i f i c a t e was dated 1925; 

and s e v e r a l of her summers were u t i l i z e d s tudying i n t e n s i v e l y a t the 

U n i v e r s i t y of Notre Dane, where she r e c e i v e d her } ; . A . i n 1929. I t i s 

notev.-orthy t h a t i n a l l her h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , she majored i n E n g l i s h , w i t h 
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h i s t o r y as a minor . T h i s c o n c e n t r a t i o n gave her a f i r m p r o f e s s i o n a l 

foundation which coupled w i t h her love f o r good r e a d i n g , provided the i n ­

c e n t i v e f o r a l i f e t i m e of i n s p i r a t i o n a l t e a c h i n g . 

Classroom e x p e r i e n c e , f o r S i s t e r A l i c e Theresa began at t l ie Academy, 

where she taught Grades 3 and k. As soon as she was sent on m i s s i o n , be­

g inning i n 1915, S i s t e r A l i c e Theresa was p r i m a r i l y the E n g l i s h I n s t r u c ­

t o r on the secondary and c o l l e g e l e v e l . Other s u b j e c t s were d e f t l y hand­

l e d , too - - r e l i g i o n , h i s t o r y , L a t i n - - but always E n g l i s h ranked f i r s t . 

Her love f o r l i t e r a t u r e had f l o u r i s h e d i n her own high school -^-ears, and 

on her f i r s t m i s s i o n , Holy T r i n i t y , D e t r o i t , i t was c a r e f u l l y nurtured by 

S i s t e r C e l e s t a , hier s u p e r i o r . T h i s f a r - s e e i n g mentor was g r e a t l y loved 

and admired by the y o u t h f u l beginner . E n g l i s h , to S i s t e r A l i c e I r e r e c - a , 

meant much more than a accurriulat i o n of a number of c r e d i t s , j u s i as t e a c h ­

ing was much more then a s t e p - b y - s t e p l e s s o n p l a n . Her c l a s s e s wtr-e an ad­

v e n t u r e , sr. i n s p i r a t i o n . She taught as J e s u s taught - - by being and do­

i n g what she l e d her p u p i l s to be and do. Her i n s p i r a t i o n o b v i o u s l y e x ­

tended beyond the world of good r e a d i n g , f o r many of her p u p i l s fo l lowed 

the c a l l of C h r i s t to r e l i g i o u s l i f e or to the p r i e s t h o o d . 

When S i s t e r A l i c e Theresa r e t u r n e d to the m i s s i o n schools i n 19'̂ 5 

a f t e r f i f t e e n y e a r s as Dean of Students and E n g l i s h p r o f e s s o r at Karygrove 

C o l l e g e , she cont inued her u p l i f t i n g i n f l u e n c e i n s e v e r a l Michigan h igh 

s c h o o l s . Karygrove Col lege E n g l i s h t e a c h e r s could d i s c e r n those s tudents 

who had been touched by her magic wand. 

None of her s u c c e s s e s w i t h s t u d e n t s or wi th anyone i n her charge came 

without e f f o r t on her p a r t . S i s t e r A l i c e Theresa was a t r u e r e l i g i o u s tc-

whom prayer was h i g h l y i m p o r t a n t . Her e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r works r e f l e c t her 
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s p i r i t u a l , c u l t u r a l , and e d u c a t i o n a l i n f l u e n c e on other-s. These i n c l u d e d 

s o d a l i t y groups, student c o u n c i l , c o i j n s e l i n g , debating c l u b s and f u t u r e 

t e a c h e r s . P r o f e s s i o n a l up-to-dateness was never n e g l e c t e d . I n 1953, B S . 

p r i n c i p a l a t S t . F r e d e r i c k , P o n t i a c , her i n - s e r v i c e summer program con­

s i s t e d of a Wayne S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y c o u r s e , "Problems i n School A d m i n i s t r a ­

t i o n . " One of her outs tanding q u a l i t i e s was her a b i l i t y to l i s t e n . She 

gave f u l l a t t e n t i o n to one who came t o her f o r c o n s u l t a t i o n , or even c a s u ­

a l c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

S i s t e r K a r y Urban was the f i r s t o f the Gumbleton t r i o to be c a l l e d to 

her e t e r n a l reward i n 195^; S i s t e r J u l i a ' s l i f e on e a r t h continued u n t i l 

1972" These l o s s e s took away some of the l o v i n g support t h a t had been so 

f r e e l y bestowed on the younger S i s t e r A l i c e T h e r e s a . Meanwhile, the l a t t e r 

had r e t i r e d to the Motherhouse i n J u n e , 1 9 7 i . She was, though, " r e h i r e d " 

as p a r t - t i m e E n g l i s h teacher a t the Acederriy. She remained s e m i - a c t i v e 

u n t i l age and i l l n e s s compelled her to become an i n f i r m a r y r e s i d e n t i n 

the e a r l y 1 9 2 0 ' E 

As a p a t i e n t . S i s t e r A l i c e T h e r e s a ' s i n f i r m i t i e s kept her more and 

more confined as she moved from wheel c h a i r on the main f l o o r to che 

l e s s a c t i v e t h i r d f l o o r . From her c h a i r ; or even from her bed, when con­

v e r s a t i o n became i m p o s s i b l e , £-;he s t i l l c l a i m e d , and r e c e i v e d a t t e n t i o n 

from her f r i e n d s who sat w i t h her and -held her hand - - t h i s v/as a l l she 

needed. When anyone responded to h e r c a l l " S i s t e r , p l e a s e " the grasp of 

the hand was f i r m end u n y i e l d i n g . One was r e a l l y caught! 

At l a s t , the v o i c e was s t i l l e d and the hand no longer ab le to g r a s p . 

S i s t e r A l i c e T h e r e s a ' s f r a i l - a p p e a r i n g but s t u r d y frame c l u n g to l i f e 

u n t i l t h a t summer c a y , J u l y 17, 19c/), She v;as 9 ' y e a r s o l d . F i t t i n g l y , 

her nephew. Bishop Thomas Gumbleton a d m i n i s t e r e d the Sacrament of the S i c k 

to the r e l i g i o u s who loved him so much. B y - S i s t e r Marie Angela K r e i t z 


