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God b l e s s e d the marr iage of Edgar and N e l l i e (LaLonde) B l e a u w i t h 

ten c h i l d r e n , t h r e e of whom entered r e l i g i o u s l i f e . The o l d e s t daughter 

Edwidge became S i s t e r Roselma, I . H . M . , i n l 9 2 5 i Alma Ann, S i s t e r Almeda 

and G r v i l l e , B r o t h e r G r e g o i r e of the Holy C r o s s Community i n I n d i a n a . 

The o l d e r c h i l d r e n were born i n Alpena, M i c h i g a n , but by the time Alma 

was ten y e a r s old the f a m i l y had moved to P o r t Huron. She was educated 

i n S t . Stephen grade and h i g h s c h o o l . The y e a r f o l l o w i n g her graduation-

was spent at home h e l p i n g her mother and working p a r t t i m e . I n J u n e , 1929 

Alma answered the c a l l to r e l i g i o u s l i f e , was r e c e i v e d i n August, 1930, 

and made her f i r s t p r o f e s s i o n i n August 1932, and pronounced her f i n a l 

vows i n 1935* 

S i s t e r Almeda's t e a c h i n g c a r e e r began and ended a t S t . F r a n i s de 

S a l e s i n D e t r o i t . D u r i n g the almost f o r t y i n t e r v e n i n g y e a r s she was a s ­

s igned to v a r i o u s grade s c h o o l s o u t s i d e M e t r o p o l i t a n D e t r o i t , i n Ohio and 

i n New Mexico. Her l i f e on m i s s i o n embraced much more than e d u c a t i o n . 

Although she d e s c r i b e s h e r s e l f as " a s imple s i s t e r , " companions c l a i m Alma 

was a warm, f r i e n d l y , l o v i n g r e l i g i o u s w i t h a keen sense of humor and a 

r e a l sense of community and d e d i c a t i o n to the s e r i o u s work of spreading 

the kingdom. 

Her e a r l y sunset y e a r s were spent i n s e r v i c e to o t h e r s as a p o r t r e s s 

a t Marygrove. I n 1977 she came home to the Motherhouse where, due to i n ­

roads of a r t h r i t i s and a f a i l i n g memory, she was l i m i t e d a c c o r d i n g to h e r 

own words i n her autobiography, " t o p r a y e r and h e l p i n g o t h e r s i n s m a l l ways. 

The f a l l of I 9 8 O brought the sorrow of S i s t e r Rose lma 's death . She 

v/as the f i r s t of the ten to e n t e r heaven. S i s t e r Alma made an a c t of a c ­

ceptance of whatever the Lord might send i n e x p i a t i o n f o r those who " d i d 
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not have the o p p o r t u n i t i e s to know God t h a t I have h a d , " she w r i t e s i n her 

autobiography. 

A r t e r i o s c l e r o s i s i n the b r a i n continued to destroy a l l normal f u n c ­

t i o n s and reduced her to t o t a l h e l p l e s s n e s s . God i n H i s i n f i n i t e wisdom 

and goodness c a l l e d her to her e t e r n a l reward on September 26 , I 9 8 8 . 

By - S i s t e r C a t h e r i n e Walrad 


