
Give us, O God,

leaders whose hearts are large enough

to match the breadth of our own souls

and give us souls strong enough

to follow leaders of vision and wisdom.

In seeking a leader, let us seek

more than development for ourselves—

though development we hope for,

more than security for our own land—

though security we need,

more than satisfaction for our wants—

though many things we desire.

Give us the hearts to choose the leader

who will work with other leaders

to bring safety

to the whole world.

Give us leaders

who lead this nation to virtue

without seeking to impose

our kind of virtue

on the virtue of others.

Give us a government

that provides for the advancement

of this country

without taking resources from others

to achieve it.

Give us insight enough ourselves

to choose as leaders those who can tell

strength from power,

growth from greed,

leadership from dominance,

and real greatness from the trappings of grandiosity.

We trust you, Great God,

to open our hearts to learn from those

to whom you speak in different tongues
and to respect the life and words

of those to whom you entrusted

the good of other parts of this globe.

We beg you, Great God,

give us the vision as a people

to know where global leadership truly lies,

to pursue it diligently,

to require it to protect human rights

for everyone everywhere.

We ask these things, Great God,

with minds open to your word

and hearts that trust in your eternal care.

Amen.

Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB
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The Greatest Common Good 

“You are called to defend and preserve 

the dignity of your fellow citizens in the 

tireless and demanding pursuit of the 

common good, for this is the chief aim of 

all politics… Politics is an expression of our 

compelling need to live as one, in order to 

build as one the greatest common good: 

that of a community which sacrifices 
particular interests in order to share, in 

justice and peace, its goods, its interests, 

its social life.” 

Pope Francis speaking to U.S. Congress,  

Sept. 24, 2015

Voting Resources

If you are interested in becoming more 

informed about this November’s national, 

state, and local elections, here are some 

resources that might help.  Become an 

informed voter.  

Find out if you are registered, and what 

all of your districts are.  You can also view 

your sample ballot, and can link to the 

websites of many candidates for  

various offices. 
https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic/    

These websites produce voter guides, 

giving biographical information about 

candidates as well as their views on  

various issues: 

http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.

ssf/2016/07/mlive_voter_guide_provides_

lar.html 

http://www.vote411.org/      

https://ballotpedia.org/Michigan_

elections,_2016

These websites can help fact check various 

issues and candidate statements: 

http://www.factcheck.org/ 

http://www.politifact.com/ 

http://www.snopes.com/

Barbara Staniszewski 

A Prayer for Leadership Your Vote is Your Voice. Don’t be Silent. 
Get Informed! 



Situation 

The Regional Transit Authority of Southeast Michigan 

has agreed on a Master Plan for bus rapid transit (BRT) 

and commuter rail, to be placed on the November 

8th ballot.   The ballot issue asks for a 1.2 mill property 

tax increase over a 20-year period (2017 to 2036) 

for homeowners in Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and 

Washtenaw counties and the City of Detroit.  The 

annual property tax increase would then be $120 ($10 

per month) for a homeowner with a SEV of $100,000 (a 

market price of $200,000).

Analysis

Regional transportation improvements (recent Roads 

Bill passed in Lansing) and this Regional Transit Plan are 

linked to the future economic growth in SE Michigan.  

The beneficiaries for this Master Plan are many:  Large 
and small businesses, hospitals, educational facilities, 

government offices, retail, recreational sites and fami-
lies and individuals -- especially those without reliable 

transportation and those unable to drive (those under 

16 and those seniors with disabling conditions).

The economic benefit for all four counties is significant.  
Over a billion dollars will be added cumulatively to both 

the gross regional product and real personal income, 

as cited on the RTA website (RTA.org.)  The regional 

benefit would not only support the recovery of the 
auto industry and associated businesses; but, also, in 

the possible development of a diversified economy and 
long-term growth.

Considerations

Historically, the SE Michigan region has had some 

form of rapid transit systems that grew and evolved 

with the growth of the region.  Then rapid transit 

systems became less reliable with the growth of the 

auto industry and personal income, as more families 

were able to move to the suburbs and rely on personal 

vehicles for work, family business and travel.  However, 

many societal factors (emissions from vehicles, highway 

congestion in the entire region, aging of the population 

and driving demographics) make personal vehicle 

transportation expensive and an unrealistic singular 

solution for a growing population.  The whole economic 

recovery of this region is dependent on a work force 

being able to commute greater distances to different 
parts of our region.

One question for voters is whether regional transit 

funding is considered equivalent to other government 

and personal services offered to a population at some 
cost to all taxpayers.  School mileages, local property 

taxes, sales taxes, road taxes and other general fees 

charged to individuals offer benefits to individuals and 
the common good, regardless of the level of use for the 

individual or family.  Police protection, response from 

firefighters, local or state government services and road 
infrastructure are expected by citizens.  Does regional 

transit fall under the same funding umbrella?  No one 

could pay for these desired services on their own.

Jim Masiak
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E Regional Transit Authority (RTA) 
November 8, 2016 Ballot Proposal

Election Day
November 8th, will not come fast enough. We are all 

tired of seeing again and again the same TV com-

mercials and hearing the same arguments. And yet 

the voting choices we will make will decide many of 

the policies guiding us for the next four years.  One 

of the main articles of this issue of Voice for Justice 

addresses one key proposal that will impact people 

in our communities: The Regional Transit Author-

ity (RTA) ballot asks us to accept an increase in our 

property taxes in order to fund a regional transport 

system. The other article explaining the concept of 

Common Good asks us to look at this proposal – and 

all the choices we will make -- in the light of the  

Gospel mandate  “what is good for everyone?” 

Jacques Pasquier

The Common Good
Jesus calls us to be good stewards of our resources, 

not owners.  Jesus tells us to use what we have for 

the good of all. 

Pope Francis models for us how to relate to the 

goods of the earth.  In The Joy of the Gospel he 

says, “While we have a moral right to own private 

property, that right is not absolute and is mitigated 

by a number of things, namely, we only have a right 

to surplus when everyone else has the necessities 

for life...may each of us contribute to the common 

good and to the building of a society that places the 

human person at the center.”

Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB, defines the common good 
saying, “A common good is a vision of public virtue 

which engages the individual citizen, guides the 

energies of the government, shapes the public 

system and points the public direction in all its 

policies, in all its institutions and in all its legislative 

intents.  It is the answer to the questions ‘what is 

it that we want for this country, what is it that we 

perceive to be good for everyone and how should 

we go about getting it?’”

Perhaps as Christians we have become too uncritical 

of the ways in which our economic system and 

political structures have influenced and even 
distorted our values.  According to the Census 

Bureau more than one in five children live in poverty 
while a few of us have enormous wealth. In the 

meantime, we spend vast amounts of money on 

weapons and military activity while refusing to 

increase taxes.

God challenges us to consider the dignity of each 

person and the fundamental rights of every person 

such as the right to life, adequate food, clothing, 

housing, education and moral support. Common 

good tries to put the soup kitchens out of business 

and change structures to support the dignity of 

all. Charity does meet some of the needs of those 

suffering, but never all of them, and it can erode self 
respect and human dignity.  Pope Francis said, “As 

long as the problems of the poor are not resolved 

by attacking the structural causes of inequality, no 

solutions will be found for the world’s problems.”

We are called to be faithful followers of Jesus and 

promote the common good, even while our society’s 

economic policies and priorities reflect a deeper 
commitment to the “tenets of the free market.” 

Mary and Bill Carry


