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I m m aculata High School was 

opened on Sept . 8, 1941, with 

Sr. Anna Marie Grix as the first  

pr incipal.  The school began 

with all four classes totaling 

529 young wom en.  I t  was not  

long before the students 

realized that  they would be 

get t ing very good teachers 

who were dedicated to the 

students and to their m inist ry 

of teaching.  They also realized 

that  they would need to do 

some serious studying to keep 

up with the dem ands of the 

faculty.  Due to a falling 

enrollment , the school closed 

in June of 1983, a reality that  

left  about  7,000 grads of 

I mmaculata very sad.  I n the f

school reunion, com ing from  far and near.  Sr. Anna Marie Grix relived m any stor ies 

with alumnae. Again in the fall of 1996 an all-school reunion was held and had a very 

good turn-out . Who knows when the next  all- school reunion will be held? 

all of 1992 over 800 women part icipated in an all-
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I n addit ion to the 

very good 

educat ion, students 

and sisters 

established 

wonderful 

relat ionships that  

existed for a 

lifet ime. The gir ls 

had m any 

occasions to come 

to know and love 

the sisters who 

lived with and 

taught  them.  

  

Three women from  the class of 1962 can at test  to the fact  that  their  relat ionships 

were very dear to them. 

Featured Students

Christ ine (Kolp)  Biagas says, "When it  cam e t im e for high school, only one school 

was my heart 's desire- I mmaculata High School.  I  was so pleased when I  learned I  

had passed the ent rance exam!   The years there were good.  New fr iendships 

developed and we formed a gir ls' club and groom ed ourselves for our future lives."  

  
After graduat ion from  the University of Det roit , Christ ine 

headed for New York and was the execut ive secretary for t

editor of 

he 

tually 

 

 

Publisher 's Weekly  and Library Journal.  Even

she became a copy editor and book reviewer. Because her

editor had m any fr iends, he passed on free t ickets to all 

m anner of arts events to her. She lived in the rarefied world

of the best  performances in the world on a pauper's 

pocketbook. 

 
She m et  her husband, Miguel, the love of her life for 38 

years. Their journey has taken them through raising children 

and grandchildren, advanced degrees, being a m iddle school 

pr incipal, ownership of a jazz club and art  gallery and t ravel 

throughout  the U. S. and the world. 

 
At  the present  t ime, she spends her days with the visual and perform ing art ists in 

the m et ropolitan Det roit  com m unity. Miguel and Christ ine own a fine art  gallery that  

also features craft  and gift  item s from  local art ists. I n the building they own in 

downtown Det roit ,  they host  the Art ists' Cooperat ive, the Puppet  Art  Theater and the 

Art  Det roit  art ists' group. They cont inue to live in Det roit ,  in the University Dist r ict  of 

northwest  Det roit .   

 

Christ ine concludes by saying, "Our golden years are t ruly golden and we feel 

blessed to be in good health with a loving fam ily and good fr iends. Life is good! "  
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Margaret  (Young)  Lee has had a 

variety of interests and 

endeavors. After graduat ion from  

I mmaculata she at tended 

Marygrove College and graduated 

in 1966 having enjoyed chem ist ry 

and biology courses. Her first  

em ploym ent  was with Oakland 

University as research assistant  

for Jam es E. Davis, Ph.D. in 

molecular biochem ist ry. Since 

1984 she and her husband, 

Robert  E. Lee, have been dealers 

in ant iquarian and out -of-pr int  

books and maps.  
 

    Jan Rininger and Margaret  Young Lee 

She has found great  sat isfact ion in her work as it  gave her a modest  

income with great  flexibilit y to be an at -home mom. She did her selling 

at  book shows, ant ique m arkets and online databases. 

She has m any other interests.  Her five-year-old grandchild, whom she cares for a 

good deal, is the apple of her eye. Margaret  keeps busy volunteering two days a 

week in the Ortonville Community Emergency Food Fund, a faith-based nonprofit  

that  provides food, household goods and food vouchers to neighbors in need. She 

says that  "Each m onth we serve between 60 and 70 households. I n 2005 we helped 

nearly 700 unduplicated individuals."   I n connect ion with this, she does gleaning 

from  Whole Foods Store-a store that  great ly impresses her by their values and the 

philosophy. 

 

Margaret  is an elected t rustee of the Ortonville Township Library, where she and 

others are working to solve a problem.  The m iddle school across the st reet  from  the 

library, is inundated with about  150 children when school closes at  2: 30 p.m .  This 

severely disrupts the library, as the children are ready to do anything except  sit  

down and be quiet  after a day in school.  The t rustees are working hard to find a 

solut ion for this situat ion. 
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Kathleen Wider is a professor of philosophy at  the University of Michigan.  She 

credits I mmaculata High School for her interest  in philosophy, realizing how 

intellectually dem anding the teachers were.  She knows that  she developed the 

abilit y to think and to write cr it ically from  her teachers at  IHS, a talent  that  she 

appreciates and uses cont inually.   

 

As a philosopher, Kathy adm its to having a bias for Jean Paul 

Sart re that  she at t r ibutes to having read his book, Being and 

Nothingness,  while at  I mmaculata.  Among other works, she 

has writ ten The Bodily Nature of Consciousness:  Sart re and 

Contem porary Philosophy of the Mind.   Her interests include 



ancient  philosophy and modern European philosophy. 

 

She is also aware of seeking to model social just ice in her life 

with students, being just  with grading, and in her interact ion w

colleagues, she brings up topics of social just ice issues.  She 

at t r ibutes her sense of just ice to her teachers at  I m m a

 

K

fr iends from I m m aculata.  She has reconnected after m any years, with fr iends from

high school, and she finds it  very grat ifying.  

ith 

culata. 

athy's life is not  "all work and no play."   She great ly enjoys connect ing with good 
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Trivia - 1962

The World:  

• The Cuban Missile Crisis - U.S.S.R. to build missile bases in Cuba: Kennedy orders Cuban 

• ing. 

  
The Count ry:  

• James H. Meredith is escorted by Federal Marshalls to register at the University of Mississippi. 

 orbit the Earth three times in four hours, 55 minutes. 

blackade, lifts blockade after Russia backs down. 
Nobel Peace Prize in Chemistry goes to Linus Paul

• Pope John XXIII opens the Second Vatican Council 

• Cost of a first class stamp was 4 cents. 
• John H. Glenn, Jr. is the first American to

• Eleanor Roosevelt dies. 
• Unemployment is 6.7% 

 

Entertainment :   

• TV:  Johnny Carson becom es host  of  

• bia"  

 
• Count ry 

 

      "The Tonight  Show"  
Movies:  "Lawrence of Ara

           "To Kill A Mocking Bird"

Books:  James Baldwin, Another 

          Rachel Carson, Silent  Spring 


